


KCARD = Agricultural 
Business 
Development 

• Established in 2001
• Nonprofit, independent 

organization

• Work with new individual 
farmers to processors to 
farmers markets to local 
food buyers

• Key is viability



What do we do?

• Assist businesses plan
• Assist businesses market
• Analyze feasibility of new ventures, new ideas
• Help businesses figure out what loans and grants are good fits
• Answer questions
• Evaluate financials
• ARC-GiS, tech/website questions, employee issues, management questions…



KCARD Program: Kentucky Local Food Expansion Initiative

• A state-wide initiative to increase partnerships between local food producers 
and buyers in Kentucky. The initiative is matching local food producers and 
buyers such as retail grocers, chefs, schools, and institutions with producers

• Initiative Partners: University of Kentucky, Kentucky Horticulture Council, 
Community Farm Alliance, Kentucky Department of Agriculture, Bluegrass 
Farm to Table, Feeding Kentucky, Commonwealth Ag Strategies

Olivia Vogel, Local Food Project Coordinator, ovogel@kcard.info
(859) 813-0658
www. kcard.info

mailto:ovogel@kcard.info


KCARD Program: Agvets

• Working with key organizations throughout Kentucky to provide educational 
opportunities, hands-on training and access to funding resources. Our main goal is to 
make sure veterans and active duty servicemembers have access to the training, 
education and funding resources needed for their current or future operations.

• Program Partners: University of Kentucky’s CEDIK, Kentucky Department of Agriculture, 
Kentucky Sheep and Goat Development Office, Kentucky Horticulture Council, Kentucky 
Farm Bureau Federation, Community and Technical Colleges

Kellie Padgett, kpadgett@kcard.info
(859) 550-3972
www. kcard.info

mailto:ovogel@kcard.info






Buy Local Program 
Buy Local is a program for restaurants, caterers, schools, and 
other foodservice participants that source from and support 
local farms. The program rewards participants with a 
reimbursement of up to 15% for enhancing their menus with 
locally sourced Kentucky farm ingredients.

How to Enroll
First, confirm that you are an active member of the Kentucky 
Proud® Program or sign up at www.kyproud.com .

Second, complete and submit your Buy Local application.



Promotional Grant Program

This program is a 50% cost-share reimbursement program where eligible Kentucky Proud members may be reimburse 
for eligible advertising and marketing expenses that incorporate the Kentucky Proud logo.

Active Kentucky Proud members (excluding producers and/or processors of wild caught Asian carp species, 
paddlefish, or sturgeon) who are able to demonstrate direct Kentucky farm impact are eligible to participate in the 
Promotional Grant Program.





KHC strengthens the Horticulture Value Chain in Kentucky by 
supporting: 

Entrepreneurs interested in entering the industry
Emerging farmers and agribusiness owners
Experienced farmers and agribusiness owners



Kentucky Ag Health Care Trust

Members of KHC 
Member Organizations 
can access the KY Ag 
Health Care Trust

21 different Anthem 
plans



KY Horticulture Council Social Channels

www.kyhortcouncil.org 

@KYHorticulture 

@KentuckyHorticultureCouncil



GAP Certification Support Program
Third-Party Food Safety Verification Audit Prep
Farm Food Safety Plans
Third-Party Audit Cost Share

75% of audit cost up to $1,250

Cultivate Kentucky Partnership

In 2021, KY had 75+ GAP-
audited growers



Organic Association of Kentucky

www.oak-ky.org

The Organic Association of Kentucky (OAK) is 
advancing organic regenerative agriculture, to 
improve the health of the environment and our 

communities. Growing ecological resilience, 
economic viability and socially just futures for 

Kentucky farmers through educational, technical 
and market resources.

http://www.oak-ky.org/


Kentucky State Horticultural Society

http://kyhort.org/

The Kentucky State Horticultural Society 
(KSHS) is the oldest agricultural 

organization in Kentucky. It was organized 
in 1856 and later incorporated in 1920 as a 
non-profit organization to bring together 

growers, researchers, and individuals across 
the state who are interested in fruit 

production.

http://kyhort.org/


Cultivate Kentucky

Are you interested in a third-party GAP 
audit? Contact Cultivate Kentucky to learn 
about preparing for an audit and assistance 
with developing a farm food safety plan.

Bryan Brady
Bryan.Brady@uky.edu
(757) 651-6692

mailto:Bryan.Brady@uky.edu


Kentucky Vegetable Growers Association
http://kyvga.org/

The Kentucky Vegetable Grower Association (KVGA) 
was established in 1970 as a non-profit 
organization to bring together individuals 
interested in vegetable production. 
The organization provides opportunities for 
members to learn the latest production techniques, 
network with university extension specialists, 
equipment and supplies dealers, and other growers. 

http://kyvga.org/
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