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 Good location, soil prep, and firm tall beds

 Disease free tips and plugs

 Correct planting date

 Deer and vole control

 Frost control



 LOCATION!

 LOCATION!

 LOCATION!

 LOCATION!

 LOCATION!

 LOCATION!

 What is the definition of U-pick?





 We need to pay attention to the following 
issues:

 Field Location

 Field Orientation

 Soil Type

 Air Drainage

 Water Drainage



 Wind breaks on the North or Northwest side of 
the field can aid in reducing cold injury.
 However, too much wind protection can reduce air 

movement, increase humidity, and subsequent 
disease.

 Close proximity to water
 Runoff from field, replenish irrigation supply
 Disease issues

 U-Pick Considerations
 Visible, accessible from the road

 Parking 



Field Orientation

 Beds (rows) should be oriented in a North –
South direction to encourage more uniform 
plant development and berry ripening.

 East – West orientation results in plants in the North 
row being shaded by plants in the South row.

 Therefore, plants in the North row are generally 
smaller and fruit ripens slower.

 Greater yields from South row than North row.



 Exposure

 A South facing slope will warm sooner

 Advantage – earlier harvest

 Disadvantage – earlier frost protection

 A North facing slope will warm slower

 Advantage – delayed frost protection

 Disadvantage – later harvest

 Ideal – NE or SE



 Locate fields for use in the annual plasticulture 
production system, where cold air will drain 
off of the field.

 This is especially critical when dealing with a 
Southern exposure.

 A slight slope with lower elevation below the 
field works very nicely.



 START SMALL and grow as market grows

 Significant capital investments!

 $8,000 to $10,000 / A establishment costs

 $10,000 + / A production costs

 Intensive management!

 Make time to do it right the first time!

 Mistakes will greatly cost you!

 Significant labor investments!



Quantity Price ($ / pound)

(pounds, density) $2.50 $3.00 $3.50

10,052 (6.5’, 0.75) $25,130 $30,156 $35,182

13,403 (6.5’, 1.00) $33,507 $40,209 $46,911

10,890 (6.0’, 0.75) $27,255 $32,670 $38,115

14,520 (6.0’, 1.00) $36,300 $43,560 $50,820

13,068 (5.0’, 0.75) $32,670 $39,204 $45,738

17,424 (5.0’, 1.00) $43,560 $52,272 $60,984



Summary

❖The Annual Plasticulture Strawberry Production 
System:  U-Pick can reduce total costs!

❖Requires a significant capitol investment!

($7,000 to $10,000/A establishment costs)

($12,000+/A total production costs) U-Pick 50% less?

❖Requires excellent management practices!

❖Producers excellent potential returns!

($25,000 + /A potential gross returns)



 Site Selection

 Soil Sampling

 Site Preparation

 Fall Fertilization

 Soil Fumigation

 Bed Formation

 Mulch Laying

 Variety Selection

 Seeding Cover Crop

 Transplanting













































































































































































Our crop rotation-Quad cropping 



We hate pulling plastic



Everyone’s a comedian 





Flail mower cuts low



Important part of quad cropping…take care of 
the plastic



Flail mower does a great job without tearing 
plastic
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Pumpkin Chunkin Contest



Air cannon shot cannon ball pumpkin 1371 ft



❑ Cold Winter

❑ Vole Damage

❑ Deer Damage

❑ Frost Damage









Double fence “WORKS”



Peanut butter on 1 inch fence tape

















Caliente Mustard story from RFD-TV

http://www.rfdtv.com/story/26272320/control-diseases-to-increase-yields#.VGoWwvnF-BJ




























Strawberry / BioFence 

Observations

• Fall 2011-2nd year of use

• Rates

– 500 lb/A

– 750 lb/A

– 1,000 lb/A

– UTC



UTC



UTC



UTC



Biofence @ 1,000 lb/A



Biofence @ 1,000 lb/A



Biofence @ 1,000/A 0ct 2011



February 7, 2012



February 7, 2012



Comparison   
UTC Bio Fence



BioFence weed control



UTC December 29, 2011



BioFence December 29, 2011



BioFence on left May 20, 2012 

UTC row on right





Summary of Bio Fence Trial

First time in farm history to reach 2 lbs/plant

Yield increase of .26 lbs per plant vs UTC

750 lbs/acre performed as well as 1000/acre

Return on investment of $862.50/acre was 

$6240 using 12,000 plants/acre and $2 per 

lb for strawberries



 Froze 7 tons of strawberries

 2500 Jars of Strawberry Jam

 Began plug propagation operation



















Danny Van Meter

270-963-2320

vanmeterfamilyfarm@gmail.com

http://www.vanmeterfamily/
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